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At first it looked as though France were again to be
attacked. She was twice involved in " incidents ". In 1906
Germany quarrelled with her over Morocco, and insisted
on the French Foreign Secretary, Delcasse, being dismissed.
The In 1911 the Kaiser sent a German warship to Agadir, a
Moroccan port. France was desperately anxious to avoid
war, and in the negotiations which followed, she gave up
large stretches of the French Congo in return for German
acceptance of French control over Morocco.

The Germans, on the other hand, have always put for-
ward two points in justification for their policy. They had
moved on from Bismarck's position, and they now wanted
a colonial empire, a " place in the sun " as they put it, for
they felt that their African colonies were not worthy of the
prestige of what was now a very great power. They wanted
room to " expand" with their growing population, and
spoke of " living-space " \ Yet only a tiny proportion of
Germans settled in the colonies they already had. Their
economic grievances could not be reckoned acute, for the
British Empire was then based on free trade, and not only
could every country then, as now, buy raw materials freely
from any part of her dominions, but they could also at that
time send their goods free of duty into Great Britain.

One complaint which the Germans put forward was that
owing to the " entente " of Britain, France, and Russia,
Germany was now " encircled ", for with France on the one
side and Russia on the other, she had enemies on two fronts.
It should be noticed, however, that with Austria, Italy, and
Turkey as friends, her road into the East was clear.

Finally, and here was where the true occasion for the
Austria war was "to arise, she wished to " push towards the East ".2
Skanl    Germany's partner, almost her subordinate, was Austria-
Austria Hungary, but the Austro-Hungarian Empire had fallen on
evil days.  It consisted of a number of States, alien to one
another in race and religion;  Bohemia (part of what later

1 Lebewraum.          * This policy was called the Drang nock Ostett.